Planning Inspectorate

APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CARRY OUT WORKS ON
COMMON LAND

Commons Act 2006: Section 38
National Trust Act 1971: Section 23

Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967: Article
12

Return completed application to:commonlandcasework@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Where possible, please send in your application by e-mail. If you are unable to submit your
application by email and require a postal address please telephone: 0303 444 5625 or 5177.

Please ensure you refer to the current Notes for making an application when completing this

form and advertising your proposals. Failure to do so may delay your application and you may
be asked to re-advertise if you do not follow the current guidance in full.
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e Before you apply for consent you should consult informally and widely about the
proposed works as this may help you identify and overcome any objections.

e Answer all the questions on this form in full, tick all relevant boxes and use a separate
sheet where there is insufficient space for your answer.

e Refer to separate Notes on completing this form (the “Notes”) and Guidance Sheets

(listed at Annex F of the Notes) before applying.

Read Guidance Sheets 1a, 1b and 1c for all Section 38 cases.

Read Guidance Sheet 2a if the land is owned by the National Trust.

Read Guidance Sheet 2b if the land is registered as a town or village green.

Read Guidance Sheet 2c if the land is regulated by a scheme of management. You

should satisfy yourself that, under the terms of any scheme, consent under section 38 of

the Commons Act 2006 is needed for the proposed works. If you are in any doubt you

should seek your own legal advice.

e Read Guidance Sheet 2d if the land is owned/managed by a London Borough Council.

Legislation

This application is made under:

Article 12: The Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967

SECTION A - The common land

1. Name and full address of
common

Streatham Common
London
SW16 3BZ

CL no or VG no CL29

Commons Registration
Authority (Usually the
county council or unitary
authority) London
Borough of Lambeth

SECTION B1 - The applicant
2. Forename Kevin
Surname Crook

Organisation (if appropriate) Lambeth Council
Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr) Mr
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Full Postal Address

London Borough of Lambeth
PO Box 80771

London

Postcode SW2 9QQ
Telephone No/Mobile 020 7926 6207

E-mail address events@lambeth.gov.uk

3. Do you prefer to be contacted by E-mail v
(ignore if you are using an agent)

SECTION Bla - The agent (where relevant)
3a. Forename

Surname

Organisation (if

appropriate)

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr)

Full Postal Address

Postcode
Telephone No/Mobile

E-mail address

Do you prefer to be contacted by Post E-mail

SECTION B2 - The owner of the common land
4. Forename
Surname

Organisation (if appropriate) The London Borough of Lambeth
Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr)

Full Postal Address

London Borough of Lambeth
PO Box 80771

London

Postcode SW2 9QQ
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Telephone No/Mobile 020 7926 6207

E-mail address events@lambeth.gov.uk

SECTION C - Area of common and common rights

5. What is the total area of the common as registered?
23.69 hectares

What common rights, if any, are registered? (e.g. number and type)
To the best of our knowledge there are no commons rights registered

6. Are the common rights ever exercised? N/A

If yes, please give details e.g. which commoners are active, which rights are
exercised and how frequently?

If no, what steps have you taken to ensure/ascertain that no rights of common are
being exercised over the common land? (see Section J of the Notes for making an
application before answering this question).

None, there is no corporate memory of anyone ever trying to exercise any rights of
common
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7. Give details of any relevant leaseholders, other occupiers, those holding any
relevant charges or those with rights of access over the land.
The following tenancy is granted.

1) The Rookery Café, 37 Streatham Common South

SECTION D1 - The proposal

8. What works are proposed? (tick all that apply)
Fencing v
building(s)
other structures(s) v
ditch(es), trench(es), embankment(s)
sealed paths, roads or tracks (e.g. concrete or tarmacadam)
other works, please specify:

The creation of temporary areas, enclosed by demountable fencing or
barriers, to create four temporary event sites permitted under Article 7 (b)
of the Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967 (“the Order”),
for a fixed period, on the common, with associated temporary structures.

Temporary structures include performance stages, funfair devices,
marquees, stretch-tents, gazebos, cabins, concession stands, gantries,
toilets, electrical generators, banners, flags, event related obstacles,
welfare facilities, and compounds for the storage of plant, equipment and
supplies.

See enclosed event site plans and event details document for further
details.

9. Are the proposed works permanent or temporary?

Temporary
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If temporary, how long will they be needed?
The proposed event schedule is as follows:

NO DATE (2026) EVENT NUMBER OF
DAYS

1 10 May Kite Day 1
2 18 May-8 June Benson’s Funfair 22
3 2-6 July Caribbean Splash 5
4 13 July-10 August Benson’s Funfair 29

TOTAL 57

10. Is this application, or any part of it, for works that have No

already been carried out? If yes, please provide photographs.
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11. Describe the proposed works below, including the area (in square metres) that they
will occupy. Please include details such as materials to be used and dimensions of all
structures. Make clear which works are permanent, which are temporary, and which
works, if any, have already been carried out. (If the works are only for fencing go
straight to Section D2)

This application for Common Land Consent seeks approval for the temporary
installation of fencing and structures associated with the operation of four
entertainment, leisure and recreational events at Streatham Common over
the course of 57 days in 2026. The scheduling of the proposed four events
does not overlap on site at any point in time.

No works have been carried out at time of submission of this application.
The proposed works are temporary.
The proposed events are:

Streatham Common Kite Day 10 May 2026 (1 day)
Bensons Funfair 18 May to 8 June 2026 (22 days)
Caribbean Splash 3 to 7 July 2026 (5 days)

Bensons Funfair 13 July to 10 August 2026 (29 days)

The temporary works comprise the creation of temporary event sites for four
public events on Streatham Common, with associated temporary event
fencing and structures.

Temporary structures include performance stages, funfair rides, and
amusements, big top marquees, concession stands, catering units, gazebos,
toilets and welfare facilities, back of house units, staff cabins and plant
enclosures, back of house areas, staff cabins, and plant enclosures.

Three of the four events require an enclosed site with Heras-type perimeter
fencing. These are Benson’s Funfair (x2), and Caribbean Splash. The event
sites enclose an area of 15,600 square metres at any one time, less than 10
percent of the common.

Crowd control barriers will enclose two separate arenas of dimensions 100m
X 75m, and 50m x 50m.

See attached Section K Map and individual event site plans for further
details.

The proposed temporary event sites are located to the western side of the
Common, within a designated event area historically utilised for a variety of
public events.

Ground protection will comprise trackway to mitigate the impact of
vehicle movement.
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12. Explain why the proposed works are needed, how they fulfil the criteria set out in
Section 39 of the Commons Act 2006, what alternative measures (if any) you have
considered (i.e. alternatives to carrying out works on common land) and why these
are not suitable. If the proposed works include fencing, please also complete section
D2.

Streatham Common has a long history of hosting commercial, community, and
charity public entertainment, leisure, and recreational events permitted
under Article 7 of the Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967
("The Order”). These events promote the use and enjoyment of Streatham
Common by and for residents, and visitors in compliance with the Lambeth
Events Strategy 2020-2025.

This application seeks consent for the creation of temporary event sites,
enclosed by fencing, for the purpose of accommodating four events permitted
under Article 7 of the Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967, for
fixed periods of time, on grassed areas of Streatham Common. Temporary
structures include performance stages, funfair rides and amusements, big top
marquees, concession stands, catering units, gazebos, toilets and welfare
facilities, back of house units, staff cabins and plant enclosures. See attached
event site plans for further details. This is to facilitate the provision of Article
7 entertainment, leisure, and recreational events in the Spring and Summer
of 2026 at Streatham Common in compliance with the Lambeth Events
Strategy 2020-2025 and operational requirements set out in the Lambeth
Events Policy 2020-2025.

The proposed temporary event fences and structures are required to fully
enclose the event sites, and facilitate event logistics including the provision
of food, drink, welfare and toilet facilities, house plant, designate back of
house operational areas welfare of event operatives and to manage event
security and crowd control.

The four events included in this application provide for the public interest,
offering a variety of cultural, family friendly, social engagement and
entertainment opportunities to a broad demographic.

The events broaden the ways that the Common may be utilised for the
enjoyment of users and provide a valuable benefit.

Events beneficially supplement and diversify the recreation and
entertainment uses provided by the common as permitted by Article 7 of the
Order, to enable the common to best serve the broad and diverse interests of
the neighbourhood, the borough and the wider London population.

Events hosted within an adequately proportioned, safe, and well managed,
site increase the profile of London’s leisure and events industry.

To the commercial benefit of the area events attract visitors who make
purchases from the many businesses bordering the common.

Lambeth Council, the organisation with primary interest in the site, reinvests
25 per cent of event income back into the common and other local green
spaces. This funding (the Parks Investment Levy (PIL)) is ring-fenced to fund
enhancements across parks and open spaces. 80% of PIL is ring-fenced for
expenditure directly to the Common, with spend decisions made in discussion
between the Friends of Streatham Common Group and the Parks Service. The
remaining 20% is ring-fenced for projects on smaller open spaces within the
area (for example Streatham Memorial Garden or The Rookery).
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In 2016 Lambeth reduced the budget allocated to Parks by 50%. Therefore,
PIL income is important in enabling the borough to maintain the common to
a good standard in compliance with the Management Plan for Streatham
Common. PIL also funds other projects and initiatives (e.g. additional litter-
picking, boundary protection, benches, replacement waste bins, biodiversity
and grass reconditioning projects (such as those recommended in the 2020
Salix Ecology feasibility study for Acid Grassland restoration works).

Residual income from events forms part of the overall Neighbourhoods
budget which funds the Parks service. In this way income from the proposed
events will be spent serving the public interest, to promote nature
conservation, landscaping projects and general maintenance within the
Common and at other green spaces across the borough.

None of the proposed event sites are situated within archaeological priority
areas. The nearest archaeological priority area is land beneath, and
immediately adjacent Streatham High Road bordering the Common. While
nearby, adequate distance exists between the location of the event sites and
the archaeological priority area to avoid impacting the heritage assets.
Additionally, no excavation work is proposed for the installation and
operation of event fencing and temporary structures, thus ensuring
protection of any archaeological remains that may not have been identified.

The Heritage Statement submitted with this application considers the
proposed temporary development to have been carefully designed so that the
proposals will not adversely impact the significance of the identified heritage
assets, neither during nor after the erection of the temporary structures.

The Streatham Common Ecological Impacts Assessment undertaken by Salix
Ecology in 2020 confirms that the areas proposed for the temporary events
are of low ecological sensitivity. The assessment identifies that areas of
identified low ecological sensitivity are likely to be resilient to the occasional
large-scale public event. On this basis the proposed temporary, medium and
small-scale events are considered negligible in terms of ecological impacts to
the common. Those areas identified to be of high ecological value extend from
the centre of the common to its eastern boundary while the proposed events
are situated at the extreme western boundary.

The temporary installation and operation of the proposed events throughout
a cumulative duration of 57 days within the year avoids long-term ecological
impact and protects the long-term public rights of access to any area of the
common.

Compliant with Article 12 of The Greater London Parks and Open Spaces Order
1967 each enclosed event site will cover substantially less than 10% of the
total area of the common at any given time, which is the maximum permitted
to be enclosed for the provision of listening to or viewing an entertainment.

This application follows a similar request for events in Streatham Common in
spring/summer 2022, 2023 and 2024. The events that took place following
the date of the decision notice for the application in 2022 (Ref:
COM/3293911) for example, were granted consent by the planning
inspectorate which was satisfied that the proposed works would not
proportionately negatively
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impact on the interests of those occupying or having rights over the land or
the neighbourhood.

In concluding the 2022 decision, the Inspector considered the events
comprising that application would have no negative impact on the public
interest, nature or conservation of the landscape or archaeological remains
or features of historic interest.

The limited duration that the proposed structures would remain in place was
taken into account, and the planning Inspector did not consider there to be
any significant impact on the public interest in permitting the works and
concluded that consent should be granted.
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13. Give details of any measures proposed to mitigate the visual impact of the works
and, where appropriate, the way in which the common will be restored once the
works are completed if consent is granted.

The Benson’s Funfair (x2), and Caribbean Splash events will be enclosed
within Heras-type perimeter fencing, the heights and installation of which
has minimal visual impact.

Trackway and other mitigations are agreed as part of the EventLambeth
event permit application process. Events and Parks officers, together with a
representative of the event organiser, visit site prior to each event to inspect
and agree prevailing site conditions.

Event organisers are required to pay a damage deposit prior to the
commencement of the event. A second post-event site assessment is
conducted to identify and agree any reparation works necessary.

Reparation is undertaken by Lambeth parks staff with the costs deducted
from the damage deposit. Where costs exceed the damage deposit, Lambeth
Council’s terms and conditions require the additional costs to be recovered
from the event organiser. In the unlikely event that remediations
subsequently fail dedicated parks staff undertake further remedial works.

The temporary events will be installed, conducted, impacts managed, and
mitigated in accordance with the Lambeth Events Policy 2020-2025 and
Lambeth’s Ecology Management Plan (2020).

The cultural and social engagement opportunities that arise from the
facilitation of the proposed events should outweigh the localised visual
impact and restrictions on public access over these relatively small areas of
the common for limited periods of time.

SECTION D2 - Where the proposed works include fencing (temporary

and permanent)
(If your proposal does not include fencing, go straight to Section E)
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14. Please give details of the type(s) of fence proposed, including the height and length,
the area (in square metres) it will enclose, and the materials used.

Streatham Common Kite Day:
Crowd Control Barriers approximately 550m in length and 1.2m high will form

arenas of approximately 10,000 square metres.

There is no perimeter fence, but the organisers make use of 1.2m high crowd
control barriers and pin and tape to create a kite-flying areas of
approximately 100m x 75m (7,500 square metres) and 50m x 50m (2,500
square metres).

Benson’s Funfair:
Heras-type fencing approximately 560m in length and 2m high will enclose
an area of approximately 15,600 square metres

Caribbean Splash:
Heras fencing approximately 100m x 75m and 2m high will enclose an area
of approximately 7,500 square metres.
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15. Please explain why the fencing is needed and how it fulfils the criteria set out in Section
39 of the Commons Act 2006. This should cover: why fencing of this type is needed,
what the aim of the fencing is, and why it is the length proposed. You should also
explain what other types of fencing, if any, have been considered and rejected. If you
are applying for permanent consent, please explain why temporary consent is not
appropriate.

Temporary fencing and barriers are utilised to safely and responsibly manage
the proposed events in compliance with Lambeth’s Events Policy and

Strategy.
It is proposed that perimeter fencing is installed to enclose the relevant event
sites to -
1. Establish, identify, and secure the event footprint from other areas of
the common.
2. Create a safe working environment for the installation of event
infrastructure.
3. Protect infrastructure within the site from damage, theft, or interfer-
ence.
4. Prevent unauthorised access by persons and vehicles while enabling
controlled access to ticket holders, official entrants and event workers.
5. Effectively enforce search regimes as may be required by Licensing and
the Safety Advisory Group.
6. Screen activities within the event site from public view thereby

minimising any negative visual impact.
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16. Please say what other measures (if any) you have considered (i.e. alternatives to
fencing) and explain why these are not suitable.

An alternative to Heras may be Steel-Shield type fencing. However, unless
considered essential, this type of enclosure is avoided wherever possible due
to the scale, time consuming and costly installation, and imposing, visually
impactful appearance.

In general terms there is no alternative to fencing most event sites for all the
reasons set out above.

17. Give details of any measures proposed to mitigate the visual impact of the fencing.

Where safe and practical perimeters will comprise Heras fencing. The clear
mesh construction reduces visual impact.

18. Give details of the number, type and location of stiles, gates, gaps or other means of
access.

Except for the two arenas, Streatham Common Kite Day is not enclosed.

Benson’s Funfair and Caribbean Splash are enclosed. Once the boundary is
established, access points will be controlled.

Please refer to individual site plans identifying pedestrian and vehicle
entrances, exits, and emergency egress.
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SECTION E - Planning permission

19. a) Is planning permission needed for your proposal?
b) If yes, has planning permission been given?
If yes to b), please enclose a copy of the planning permission.

Applications for planning permission for the proposed
temporary events in 2026 will be submitted in late
2025 /early 2026 by the event producers.
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SECTION F - Designations

20.

20a.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Could the proposal affect a Site of Special Scientific Interest No
(SSSI), a Special Area of Conservation (SAC), a Special

Protection Area (SPA), or a wetland listed in accordance with the

Ramsar convention?

If yes, please give details and identify this area on the map (see Section K).

Is the proposal directly connected with the conservation or N/A
management of the SAC, SPA, or Ramsar site(s) identified?

Will the proposal affect a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM)? No

If yes, please give details and identify the location of the SAM on the map (see
Section K).

Is the proposal in a National Park? No
If yes, please give the name of the National Park.

Is the proposal in a National Landscape (formerly known as No
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty - AONB).

If yes, please give the name of the National Landscape.

With regard to the Protected Landscape Duty, will the proposal No
affect the landscape of a National Park, National Landscape, an
area of special landscape value or World Heritage Site?

If yes, please give details and identify the area on the map (see Section K).

SECTION G - Existing works and adjacent common land

25.

Are there any existing buildings, roads, fences or other Yes
constructions on the common?
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If yes, please give details. Please also identify these on the map (see Section K).

The buildings and paths are marked out on the Streatham Common map

The Rookery Cafe
Public toilets joining the Rookery Cafe

Parks Depot, refreshment and Public Toilets complex off Streatham
High Road

Play area and associated fencing and structures.

Paddling pool and associated fencing and small structures
Car park with associated barriers, fencing and bollards

The Loge, 57 Crown Lane (vacant former residential property)
Single tennis court

Metalled footpaths.

which is attached to this application.
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26. Does any area of common land or village green of a different No
registration number adjoin the common on which the works are

proposed?

If yes, please give details. Please also identify the boundaries on the map (see
Section K).

Section H - Public access

27. Do the public have a right of access to the common for air Yes
and exercise under section 193 of the Law of Property Act 19257

28. Will the works exclude (rather than simply restrict) any right No
of access under section 193 of the Law of Property Act 19257

There will be temporary exclusions to small areas of the Common for people
who have not bought tickets to the events. These will be in line with the
provisions contained within the 1967 Order.

Section I - Procedure

29. Most applications are determined by the written representation procedure.
However, we may decide that a site inspection by an Inspector is needed. Where we
decide that there should be a site inspection, the Inspector will usually visit the site
unaccompanied.

Do you wish to be present or be represented at the site visit? No
If yes, please suggest a suitable meeting place.
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SECTION J - Advertisement and consultation

30. You must advertise your proposal in one main local newspaper and at the main
points of entry to the common (or, if there are none, at a conspicuous place on the
boundary of the common). Use the draft notice at Annex A of the Notes.

31. You must also send a copy of the notice (using the letter at Annex C, C1 or C2 of
the Notes) to the following:

the owners of the land (if different from the applicant)
the commons council or commoners' association (if there is one)
all active commoners

others with a legal interest e.g. tenants, those with easements, or
other rights over the land and any other person occupying the land

those parties informally consulted before the application was submitted
the Parish Council and the District/Borough Council, where applicable

the relevant Commons Registration Authority (usually the county
council or unitary authority)

Natural England (Please send the application form, map and notice to
commonland@naturalengland.org.uk)

Historic England
National Park Authority (if the proposal is in a National Park)

National Landscape Conservation Board or Joint Advisory Committee (if
the proposal is in @ National Landscape)

Open Spaces Society (Please send only to office2@oss.org.uk)

British Horse Society (only where the common is subject to public
rights of access under the Law of Property Act 1925)

the local authority archaeological service

32. Which newspaper has the advertisement
appeared in?
The South London Weekly News

On what date? Friday 5 December 2025

On what date will the representation period
end? Monday 5 January 2026
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This date must be at least 28 days from the date the application is advertised.
Incorrect notices are a common problem and may result in you having to re-
advertise, so please read Section J of the Notes carefully.

Section K - Maps

33. Please enclose a copy of the map that meets the requirements set out in Section K of
the Notes. The map should show everything required by sections F and G of this
form, and it must clearly show what you are proposing to do and where. Incorrect
or unclear maps are a common type of problem with applications for works,
so please read Section K of the Notes carefully.
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Section L - Checklist (tick to confirm)

34. For all applications:
I have read the relevant Notes and Guidance Sheets. v
I have answered all the questions on this form in full (where appropriate.) v
I have enclosed a map that meets the requirements of Section K of the Notes. v

I have enclosed a copy of the commons register in respect of this common,
where registered, i.e. details of the land, rights, ownership and the register map.
v

I have enclosed a copy of any document mentioned in answering the questions
on this form (e.g. planning permission, etc.) v
I have completed and enclosed a copy of the health and safety questionnaire. v

I understand that any of the application papers may be copied to anyone who
asks to see them. v

35. For Section 23 (National Trust Act 1971) only:

I have enclosed a letter from the National Trust confirming its view that the
proposed works are "desirable" under Section 23(1)

36. I have:
Advertised the proposal in one local newspaper v
Posted a copy of the notice at the main entry points to the common v
Sent a copy of the notice to all those listed at Section J v
Placed a copy of the notice, map and application at the inspection point v

Enclosed the letter, based on the example at Annex D of the Notes, confirming
that the advertising requirements have been met. v

Signed: éﬁé@

Name: Kevin Crook
Date: 5 December 2025

You should keep a copy of the completed form.

General Data Protection Regulation

Your application will be in the public domain. Therefore, all documents (both paper and
electronic) associated with it may be disclosed during the application process to others,
including other Central Government Departments, public bodies, local authorities, other
organisations and members of the public.

How we use your information

The Planning Inspectorate takes its data protection responsibilities for the information you
provide us with very seriously. To find out more about how we use and manage your
personal data, please go to our privacy notice.
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